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So here is a thought. I work in a high school in which
students are economically disadvantaged. It is an overwhelming
working class population that draws from an area with higher
than average unemployment levels, broken families, poorer
income families and non-English speaking backgrounds. I love
every one of them. But they need all the help they can get.

The decision today regarding the maintenance of the Higher
School Certificate, has given me reason for thinking. Our kids
cannot compete with the high achieving academic schools around
the country. James Ruse Agricultural, North Sydney Girls etc.
etc. etc. are always at the top of the “achievers” list when
HSC awards are recognised. The students at these schools are
more than capable of performing from home. They have the
skills, background and support to undertake the necessary
preparation for HSC success.

My students are not. As much as I love them, they need lots of
support, teaching and encouragement that cannot be adequately
transmitted via online platforms. They need to be in the
classroom where teaching really occurs. So this leads me to
thinking that the decision to maintain the HSC, while

continuing online education, is going to further disadvantage
my already disadvantaged students.

But being present in the classroom poses a life and death
risk. Encouraging students to return to school poses a threat
to their lives and to the lives of their families and loved
ones. The lives of our students are not expendable. The lives
of our students are precious. And that includes their lives
and rights associated with education. However, it seems to me
that any rational decision would suspend the HSC and allow
students to learn freely, without external examinations,
without the pressure of university or tertiary entry and
moreover, to be fully protected in any decision that they wish
to take.

The HSC is recognised as Australia’s or rather New South
Wales’, highest secondary education award. But it is
subordinate to the market conditions allowing students to
attain a result which allows them to continue onto university
study to pay exorbitant fees for the right to “learn”. In
other words, the subordination of the students’ lives, (i.e.
the continuation of the HSC under pandemic conditions), to
capitalist educational markets, takes precedence over the
lives of students and teachers.

And here we see once again how the capitalist system makes it
impossible for a free, liberal, and open human education to
not only meet the aspirations of all students but protect the
lives of those very stakeholders, including students, teachers
and their families.

It is only through and open and robust discussion scientific

socialism, ie Marxism has developed. Classconscious.org would
like to play its role in developing such a culture again. We
are attempting to foster debate by publishing articles that
may not fully align with the position of our editorial
collective.

ANZAC DAY – may one day noone march there at all.
ANZAC Day, April 25th is here again and once again Australians
are being asked to stand together and declare “Lest we
forget”. Every year though, during the avalanche of
militaristic imagery and words that marks this “celebration”,
I reflect how it hasn’t always been like this in Australia.
During my lifetime I have watched ANZAC day being changed from
a fading historical relic to a day elevated to a virtual state
religion, central to the mythic narrative of Australian
nationalism.
This change is personified by my experiences singing in
primary school as a ten year old. Once a week, the highlight
of my primary school week was joining the whole class “Let’s
sing” session. The old radio would be turned on at the front
of the class, we would take out our colorful song books and
belt out an eclectic mix of songs together.
In 1983, the
songbook contained a song that leave a deep impression on me,
Eric Bogle’s “And the band played Waltzing Matilda”.

The song is a haunting ballad of the journey of a young
Australian man heading off to Gallipoli, cheered off by

excited crowds, only to experience the hell of war and return
maimed physically and emotionally. Written in 1971 at the
height of the anti-Vietnam war movement, it strikes a powerful
blow against war and the false “celebrations” of ANZAC day
that are meant to sanctify this horror.
The song certainly left a powerful impression on me and I am
always struck by the fact it is pretty much my only memory of
engaging with ANZAC day from Primary school. The 80’s were a
time when the “Vietnam Syndrome” still hung in the air. This
“syndrome” is the ruling classes term for the lingering antiwar sentiment that existed in the mass of the working class
after that murderous war. They knew something had to be done
and they got to work.

Since the Hawke Labor Government of the 1980’s, literally
billions has been spent in Australia on constructing a virtual
state religion around ANZAC Day. Hawke was the first Prime
Minister to make the “pilgrimage” to Turkey on ANZAC Day in
1990. Since then we have had endless speeches, parades,
expanded war memorials, documentaries and books. The education
system has been flooded with “educational materials” to teach
this curriculum including picture books about animals who
“fought” for Australia for pre-schoolers! Even when I was
teaching history over ten years ago, I would surreptitiously
throw out the glossy pamphlets, DVD’s etc I was sent each year
but now I believe teachers are forced to teach this
curriculum.

Australian culture is now saturated annually with
militiaristic imagery on ANZAC Day. Even this year, under
conditions of pandemic, we are being encouraged to mark ANZAC
Day by lighting candles in our driveway at dawn. Whilst for
ordinary people, the phrase “Lest we forget” may contain some
confused anti-war sentiments, the ruling class knows full well

the purpose of cultivating this “celebration”. The ruling
class has been working for decades to try and ensure that the
next generation will be ready when called upon to “make the
ultimate sacrifice” in US Imperialism’s next bloodbath could
be another World War, this time with China and Russia. For the
ruling class the phrase “Lest we forget” is not a phrase to
mourn the death of soldiers past but to lay the groundwork for
murdering more young people in the meat grinder of imperialist
war.

How dated the following lines now seem from Eric Bogle’s
classic:
“And now every April I sit on my porch
And I watch the parade pass before me
I see my old comrades, how proudly they march
Reliving their dreams of past glory
I see the old men, all twisted and torn
The forgotten heroes of a forgotten war
And the young people ask me, “what are they
Marching for?”
And I ask myself the same question
And the band plays Waltzing Matilda
And the old men still answer to the call
But year after year their numbers get fewer
Some day no one will march there at all”

However, I remain grateful for being exposed to the truths of
this song and the anti-imperialist and anti-war seeds it
planted in my mind. One day, when the working class has
overthrown capitalism and humanity has thrown off the shackles
of mindless nationalism, we can again look back at ANZAC as a
ritual from another time, a time when young people were forced
to fight for “God and Country” and died in the mud. A time
when trillions were wasted on war instead on fighting disease

and hunger.

So I will mark ANZAC Day this year by once again listening to
the Pogues’ haunting version of “And the band plays Waltzing
Matilda” and look forward to a future April 25th, when no one
will march there at all.
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Rent strike poster website
launched in build up to May
Day global rent strike.
A website entitled “Global Rent Strike Posters” has been
created dedicated to building working class solidarity across
the world to demand a global end to rent payments, and the
socialization of all rental housing stock. It provides posters
and links from rent strikes in New Zealand (Aotearoa),
Australia, United States (Boston, Columbus, North Carolina),
Canada (Toronto, Montreal). The website has been launched in

the build up to the May 1st (May Day) call out for a global
rent strike.

Below is the text from home page of the website.
Visit www. globalrentstrikeposters to see all the posters.

In the space of a single month, the COVID19 pandemic has
exposed the complete failure of global capitalism to provide
basic human needs, including healthcare, employment, and
housing.

The ruling class of the world, the capitalists, rapidly
coordinated a series of responses to the pandemic, with the
object of securing the capitalist system – not providing for
basic human needs.

We can see this global coordination in the approach to rental
housing – state funds are being directed towards corporate
landlords, not to tenants, in many of the advanced capitalist
countries such as Canada, the USA and Australia.

If the interests of landlords and capitalists are being
coordinated on a global scale, then the only way tenants can
successfully fight back – even locally – is by coordinating
our efforts globally. Only the international working class has
the power.

But before we can coordinate, we have to know
is why the Global Rent Strike Poster website
Strike posters and art from around the world
is so that working people who are engaging in

each other. This
to sharing Rent
was created. It
what can seem to

be very localized struggles, in a single building, with a
single landlord, or in a single neighbourhood, can know that
they are not alone, and can have the strength to fight back
not as individuals, but as a social class, with its own
independent social interests.

Where possible, we have provided a link to the organization
which created the poster or leaflet, or else the rent strike
group in that local area.

You
can
send
rent
strike
solidarity@globalrentstrikeposters.com
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